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Eureka, IL — January 9, 2026 — The Woodford County Health Department (WCHD) is proud to announce the launch of its new Residential Sharps Disposal Program, a countywide initiative designed to give residents a safe, convenient, and responsible way to dispose of needles, syringes, and other medical sharps used in the home. 
This new program reflects WCHD’s commitment to reducing accidental needle‑stick injuries, protecting sanitation workers, and preventing sharps from entering household trash or recycling streams. The funding for the program was awarded by the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency.
A New, Accessible Service for Woodford County Residents

The Residential Sharps Disposal Program introduces several community‑friendly features, including:

· Free sharps disposal for all Woodford County residents

· Sharps disposal kiosks located throughout the County
“With more residents managing chronic conditions at home, safe sharps disposal has become a growing public‑health need,” said Woodford County Health Department Administrator Bethanie Albrecht. “This new program ensures that every household has access to safe, simple disposal options.”

How the New Program Works

Residents can drop off their sharps, including needles, syringes, auto-injectors (such as EpiPens), lancets and other medical sharps at any of 5 approved kiosks located throughout Woodford County. The Health Department is working to determine other locations in Woodford County and hopes to add several additional kiosks in the future.
Locations include:

· City of El Paso, 195 S Orange St, El Paso, IL  61760  (inside El Paso Police Department – available 24/7)

· City of Minonk, 670 N Chestnut St, Minonk, IL  61760 

· Village of Roanoke, 102 N 6th St, Suite B, Roanoke, IL  61561 (inside Village Hall – available to access Monday-Friday, 8 AM – 3 PM)
· Village of Washburn, 134 N Jefferson St, Washburn, IL  61570

· Woodford County Health Department, 1831 S Main St, Eureka, IL 61530

Why This Program Matters

Improper disposal of sharps can lead to:

· Accidental injuries for family members, sanitation workers, and first responders

· Potential exposure to bloodborne pathogens

· Environmental hazards when sharps enter landfills or recycling systems

By launching this program, WCHD is taking proactive steps to protect public health and promote safer waste‑management practices across the county.

Learn More

Residents seeking more information about the new Residential Sharps Disposal Program may contact the Woodford County Health Department at (309) 467‑3064 or visit health.woodfordcountyil.gov
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